
St Gabriel’s Catholic Primary School – Year 1 English Long Term Plan 

Non-

negotiables 

from previous 

year groups: 

 Correct letter formation for 23/26 letters 

 Writing more than 1 sentence (at least 2) 

 Correct tripod grip 

 Phonetically plausible spelling 

 Some High Frequency words spelt correctly 

 Finger spaces 

National 

Curriculum  

Composition Grammar  Punctuation Spelling  Handwriting  

Carefully composed sentences 

by saying out loud what they 

are going to write.  

Compose sentence orally with 

correct word order 

Sequence sentences to form 

short narratives 

Re-read to check it makes 

sense 

Discuss what they have written 

with others 

Read aloud clearly enough to 

be heard by others.  

Plural noun suffixes –s or –es 

Suffixes that can be added 

to verbs where no change 

in spelling (helped, 

helping) 

How the prefix un changes 

the meaning of verbs and 

adjectives(unkind/untie) 

How words can combine to 

make sentences 

Joining words and clauses 

using and 

Separation of words with 

space 

Capital letters 

Finger spaces 

Full Stops  

Question marks 

Exclamation marks 

Capital letters for names and 

personal pronoun I 

 

Vowels and Consonants 

Letters of the alphabet 

ff/ll/ss/zz/ck 

nk 

multiple syllabic 

tch 

ve 

Plurals –s and –es 

Suffixes to verbs –ing, -er 

 Suffixes to adjectives –er, -

est 

All vowel digraphs and 

trigraphs 

Words ending in y 

ph and wh 

k before e, i and y 

Prefix –un 

Compound words 

Common Exception 

Words – x 2 to be added 

to weekly spelling tests.  

Sit correctly at the table 

begin to form lower case 

letters, in the correct 

direction, starting and 

finishing in the right place 

form capital letters 

form digits 0-9 

understand which letters 

belong to which 

handwriting ‘families’ 

and practise these 

Term/Topic Book Reading  Writing  

 

Composition  Grammar Punctuation Spelling Handwriting  

 

All about 

me 

Non Fiction  

 

  

Identify titles  

Features = 

contents 

page, index, 

title, 

captions, 

labels 

Label body 

parts- words 

 

Captions for 

picture of 

human and 

animals – 1 or 

2 sentences 

 

All about me 

booklet – 

sentences 

Carefully composed 

sentences by saying 

out loud what they 

are going to write.  

Compose sentence 

orally with correct 

word order 

 

How words can 

combine to make 

sentences 

Identify nouns 

 

Separation of words 

with space 

Capital letters 

Full Stops  

Finger spaces 

Capital letters for 

names and personal 

pronoun I 

 

Letters of the 

alphabet  

 

Vowels and 

consonants  

ff/ll/ss/zz/ck 

comes straight 

after a single 

vowel letter in 

short words 

off, well, miss, buzz, 

back 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

form capital 

letters 



 

Fiction  

The 3 Little 

Pigs 

 

 

 

Retell 

traditional 

tale 

Recognise 

and join in 

with 

predictable 

phrases 

Sequence 

pictures 

 

Sequence 

pictures and 

write 

sentences for 

each picture 

 

Sentences 

using the 

conjunction 

and 

 

 

Carefully composed 

sentences by saying 

out loud what they 

are going to write.  

Compose sentence 

orally with correct 

word order 

Sequence sentences 

to form short 

narratives 

How words can 

combine to make 

sentences 

Joining words and 

clauses using and 

Identify and use 

simple verbs  

Separation of words 

with space 

Capital letters 

Full Stops  

Finger spaces 

 

nk 

bank, think, honk, 

sunk, pink 

tch – the ‘ch’is 

usually spelt tch 

if it comes 

straight after a 

single vowel 

letter (except: 

rich, which, 

much, such) 

catch, fetch, 

kitchen, hutch 

ve – English words 

hardly ever end 

with the V so if a 

word ends with 

the V sound the 

letter e usually 

needs to be 

added.  

have, live, give 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

form capital 

letters 

 

London 

and the 

Royal 

Family 

Fiction 

Naughty 

bus 

 

Link what 

they read or 

hear read to 

their own 

experiences.  

Sequence 

pictures 

 

Sequence 

pictures and 

write 

sentences for 

each picture 

 

Sentences 

using the 

conjunction 

and 

 

Carefully composed 

sentences by saying 

out loud what they 

are going to write.  

Compose sentence 

orally with correct 

word order 

Sequence sentences 

to form short 

narratives 

How words can 

combine to make 

sentences 

Joining words and 

clauses using and 

Separation of words 

with space 

Capital letters 

Full Stops  

Finger spaces 

 

Digraphs and 

trigraphs 

 ai and oi virtually 

never used at 

the end of 

English words 

ay and oy at the 

ends of words 

and syllables 

A-e, e-e, i-e, o-e,u-

e, ar, ee, ea (ee) 

ea (e) er (stressed 

and unstressed), 

See National 

Curriculum for 

word lists – 

appendix 1 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

form capital 

letters 

 Fiction  make 

inferences 

based on 

Sequence 

pictures 

Carefully composed 

sentences by saying 

How words can 

combine to make 

sentences 

Separation of words 

with space 

Capital letters 

Digraphs and 

trigraphs 

Sit correctly at the 

table 



The 

Queens 

Handbag  

what is said 

and done  

 

 

 

Sequence 

pictures and 

write 

sentences for 

each picture 

 

Sentences 

using the 

conjunction 

and 

 

Own version 

of the story – 

the Queen’s 

crown etc.  

 

out loud what they 

are going to write.  

Compose sentence 

orally with correct 

word order 

Sequence sentences 

to form short 

narratives 

Joining words and 

clauses using and 

Identify and use 

adjectives  

Full Stops  

Finger spaces 

 

 ai and oi virtually 

never used at 

the end of 

English words 

ay and oy at the 

ends of words 

and syllables 

A-e, e-e, i-e, o-e,u-

e, ar, ee, ea (ee) 

ea (e) er (stressed 

and unstressed), 

See National 

Curriculum for 

word lists – 

appendix 1 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

form capital 

letters 

Autumn 

creative 

week  

 Poem- rhyming words 

Write own version of Twinkle, twinkle little starr (i.e Twinkle, Twinkle Christmas star)  

 

Great Fire 

Of London  

  

Non fiction  

 

 

Listen to and 

discuss a 

range of non-

fiction 

Discuss the 

significance 

of the title 

and events  

Caption to 

match a 

picture of the 

Great Fire Of 

London.  

 

Questions to 

ask Samuel 

Pepys  

Discuss what they 

have written with 

others 

Read aloud clearly 

enough to be heard 

by others. 

How words can 

combine to make 

sentences 

 

Question marks 

 

Digraphs and 

Trigraphs 

ir, ur, oo (u), oo, 

oa, ou, ow, ow, 

ue, ew, ie, ie, igh, 

or, ore, aw, au, air, 

ear, ear, are 

See National 

Curriculum for 

word lists – 

appendix 1 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

understand which 

letters belong to 

which 

handwriting 

‘families’ and 

practise these 

Fiction  

Toby and 

the Great 

Fire of 

London  

Discuss word 

meanings, 

linking new 

meanings to 

those already 

known.  

Letter to 

Samuel 

Pepys/Toby’s 

family  

Compose sentence 

orally with correct 

word order 

Re-read to check it 

makes sense 

 

Suffixes that can be 

added to verbs 

where no change in 

spelling (helped, 

helping) 

Plural noun suffixes –s 

or –es 

 

Capital letters for 

names and personal 

pronoun I 

 

Adding s and es 

to words – if the 

ending sounds 

like /s/ or /z/ and 

forms an extra 

syllable it is spelt 

as –es 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 



 Cats, dogs, 

spends, rocks, 

thanks, catches 

 

 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

understand which 

letters belong to 

which 

handwriting 

‘families’ and 

practise these 

 

Weather  

Non Fiction  Listen to and 

discuss a 

range of 

non-fiction 

Draw on 

what they 

already 

know  

Participate 

in 

discussion 

about what 

is read to 

them, 

taking turns 

and 

listening to 

what others 

say.  

Fact file 

about the 

weather/ 

Seasons  

(non-chron 

report)  

 

Labelling 

and captions 

–weather 

map 

 

Discuss what they 

have written with 

others 

Read aloud clearly 

enough to be heard 

by others. 

How words can 

combine to make 

sentences 

Separation of words 

with space 

Capital letters 

Full Stops  

Finger spaces 

 

Division of words 

into syllables  

Pocket, rabbit, 

carrot, thunder,  

Words ending in y 

Very, happy, 

funny, party, family 

ph and wh 

dolphin, alphabet, 

phonics, elephant, 

when, where, 

which, wheel, 

while 

 

 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

understand which 

letters belong to 

which 

handwriting 

‘families’ and 

practise these 

Poetry 

 

Polar Bear, 

Polar Bear 

Listen to and 

discuss a 

range of 

poems 

Recognise 

and join in 

with 

predictable 

phrases 

Learn to 

appreciate 

and recite 

rhymes and 

poems by 

heart 

Draw on 

what they 

already 

know  

Write 

repeated 

refrain of 

Polar Bear, 

Polar bear 

based on 

animals 

found in the 

arctic. 

Re-read to check it 

makes sense 

Read aloud clearly 

enough to be heard 

by others. 

Joining words and 

clauses using and 
Question marks 

Capital letters for 

names and personal 

pronoun I  

 

 Compound 

words- two 

words joined 

together. Each 

part of the 

longer word is 

spelt as it would 

be if it were on 

its own.  

Football, 

playground, 

farmyard, 

bedroom, 

blackberry. 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

understand which 

letters belong to 

which 

handwriting 

‘families’ and 

practise these 



Fiction  

Big Bear  

Little 

Brother  

Discuss word 

meanings, 

linking new 

meanings 

to those 

already 

known. 

predict 

what might 

happen on 

the basis of 

what has 

been read 

so far 

Write a 

description 

of the bear 

 

Write a letter 

to the bear 

from the boy 

 

Write a 

retell?  

Carefully composed 

sentences by saying 

out loud what they 

are going to write.  

Compose sentence 

orally with correct 

word order 

Sequence sentences 

to form short 

narratives 

Suffixes that can be 

added to verbs  

and adjectives 

where no change in 

spelling (helped, 

helping) 

 

Separation of words 

with space 

Capital letters 

Full Stops  

Finger spaces 

Capital letters for 

names and personal 

pronoun I  

 

Adding the 

endings –ing, -

ed and –er to 

verbs where no 

change in 

needed to the 

root word.  

If the verb ends in 

two consonant 

letters (the same 

or different) the 

ending is simply 

added on.  

Hunting, hunted, 

hunter, buzzing, 

buzzed, buzzer, 

jumping, 

jumped, jumper 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

understand which 

letters belong to 

which 

handwriting 

‘families’ and 

practise these 

Seaside  Fiction 

 

The 

Lighthouse 

Keeper’s 

lunch  

Discuss word 

meanings, 

linking new 

meanings 

to those 

already 

known 

make 

inferences 

based on 

what is said 

and done  

predict 

what might 

happen on 

the basis of 

what has 

been read 

so far  

Write a list of 

what could 

be put in the 

basket 

 

Write 

instructions 

on how to 

make 

mustard 

sandwiches 

 

Write a retell  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sequence sentences 

to form short 

narratives 

Discuss what they 

have written with 

others 

 

How the prefix un 

changes the 

meaning of verbs 

and 

adjectives(unkind/u

ntie) 

Exclamation marks 

 

k before e, i and 

y – the /k/ sound 

is spelt as K 

rather than C 

before e, I and y  

kent, sketch, kit, 

skin 

Prefix –un 

The prefix is added 

to the beginning 

of a word without 

any change to the 

spelling of the root 

word 

Unhappy, unfair, 

undo, unload, 

unlock  

  

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

understand which 

letters belong to 

which 

handwriting 

‘families’ and 

practise these 

Poetry  

Magic 

Beach  

 Write a 

recount of 

visit to the 

beach. 

 

Re-read to check it 

makes sense 

Discuss what they 

have written with 

others 

Suffixes that can be 

added to verbs 

where no change in 

spelling (helped, 

helping) 

Exclamation marks 

 

Adding the 

endings –ing, -

ed and –er to 

verbs where no 

change in 

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 



Write a 

setting 

description 

of the beach  

Read aloud clearly 

enough to be heard 

by others.  

needed to the 

root word.  

If the verb ends in 

two consonant 

letters (the same 

or different) the 

ending is simply 

added on.  

Hunting, hunted, 

hunter, buzzing, 

buzzed, buzzer, 

jumping, jumped, 

jumper 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

understand which 

letters belong to 

which 

handwriting 

‘families’ and 

practise these 

Non Fiction  

 

Grace 

Darling  

Listen to and 

discuss a 

range of 

non-fiction 

Draw on 

what they 

already 

know  

Participate 

in 

discussion 

about what 

is read to 

them, 

taking turns 

and 

listening to 

what others 

say.  

Non chron 

report on 

Grace 

Darling  

 

Labels and 

Captions of 

lighthouses 

and rescue 

boats/centre

s 

Discuss what they 

have written with 

others 

Read aloud clearly 

enough to be heard 

by others. 

How words can 

combine to make 

sentences 

Separation of words 

with space 

Capital letters 

Full Stops  

Finger spaces 

 

Revise spelling 

patterns  

Common 

Exception words  

Sit correctly at the 

table 

begin to form 

lower case 

letters, in the 

correct 

direction, 

starting and 

finishing in the 

right place 

understand which 

letters belong to 

which 

handwriting 

‘families’ and 

practise these 

 

 

 

 

 


